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FAFSA/Dream Act 
Application 

GPA Verification

 Student must list an Eligible Cal 
Grant school*

 Student must complete the FAFSA 
or Dream Act Application for year 
they are applying

 With or without Social Security 
Number

 Electronic submission requirement 
for public high schools and charter 
schools

Cal Grant Application

FAFSA

*Eligible Schools List is accessed at the bottom of the CSAC Website
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Cal Grant Eligible Schools

www.csac.ca.gov
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Basic Eligibility Requirements

*  These requirements are supplanted by other eligibility 
criteria for AB 540 students

Federal Requirements and
Additional Cal Grant Requirements

 U.S. Citizen, Eligible Non-Citizen
 Social Security Number*
 California Resident*
 High School GPA
 Attend Eligible California College
 Enrolled at Least Half-Time
 Maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress
 No Bachelor’s Degree Earned
 Not in Default on Student Loan
 Registering for Selective Service 
 Not Incarcerated
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Cal Grant Program 

Cal Grant A Cal Grant B Cal Grant C

GPA 3.00 2.00 N/A

Financial Need Cost of Attendance

–

Expected Family contribution

=

Unmet Need

Income & Asset 

Ceiling

Income: Maximum amount depends on family size 

Assets: The maximum amount a family can have in 

assets that are not exempt  

Program

Enrollment

· Associates 

· Bachelors 

· Associates

· Bachelors

· Certificate

· Vocational 

Courses only

· Associates

· Certificate
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2016-17 Award Amounts

Award Award Year CC CSU UC Independent For Profit

A 

1 CC Reserve $5,472 $12,294 $9,084 $4,000^

2 CC Reserve $5,472 $12,294 $9,084 $4,000^

3 Appeal $5,472 $12,294 $9,084 $4,000^

4 - $5,472 $12,294 $9,084 $4,000^

B

1 $1,670 $1,670 $1,670 $1,670 $1,670

2 $1,670 $1,670 + $5,472 $1,670 +$12,294 $1,670 + $9,084 $1,670 + $4,000^

3 $1,670 $1,670 + $5,472 $1,670 +$12,294 $1,670 + $9,084 $1,670 + $4,000^

4 $1,670 $1,670 + $5,472 $1,670 +$12,294 $1,670 + $9,084 $1,670 + $4,000^

C
1-2 $547 Not Eligible Not Eligible $547 to $2,462 $547 to $2,462

^Award Amount is $9,084 if WASC accredited before July 1, 2012
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Which Cal Grant is the best?

• All Cal Grants are beneficial!

• Completing the FAFSA and 
Dream Act Application means 
you applied for A, B and C

• Most beneficial award given is 
based on the student’s need

If a student is not awarded a Cal Grant after graduating High School, the 
student may be eligible for a Cal Grant when the student transfers from a 

Community College to a four year institution. 
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Now requires public high 
school/charter schools to:

 Electronically upload GPAs

 Preferred method of upload would 
be without a Social Security 
Number (Non-SSN)

Important Steps:

 Establish WebGrants Account

 Check WebGrants account status

 Refer to WebGrants User Guides 
and Trainings

Education Code 69432.9 Ch. 679
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Opt Out Option

 High schools must  
provide their students 
an opportunity to opt 
out of the electronic 
GPA submission

 Notify no later than 
October 15th of the 
student’s senior year
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Prior-Prior Year 

 Prior-Prior Year 
tax information is 
used to complete 
financial aid 
applications

Filing 2017-18

FAFSA/Dream 
Act Application 

2015

Taxes

Filing 2018-19

FAFSA/Dream 
Act Application

2016

Taxes

Filing 2016-17

FAFSA/Dream 
Act Application

2015

Taxes
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GPA Submission Window

GPA Submission Window opens 

earlier to align with October 1 
when FAFSA/Dream Act 

Application is available.

March 2, 2017

June 10, 2016
Open Close

to
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Cal Grant Early Award Notification

 Students are able to be awarded as early as
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Academic Qualifier Types

High school GPA

Test Scores 

 SAT (Reasoning Test)

 ACT

 GED

 HiSet

 TASC

Allowed if: 
 student does not have a GPA

 has coursework that can’t be 
converted to a 4.00 maximum 
GPA

 attended a non-accredited high 
school
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Cal Grant GPA Calculation

Current High School 
Seniors

Sophomore and Junior
grades only!

When calculating GPAs…
remember to exclude P.E, R.O.T.C, and Remedial.

Unweighted 4.0 scale used
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Cal Grant GPA Calculation

Last Year’s High 
School Graduates

Sophomore, Junior, and
Senior grades!

When calculating GPAs…
remember to exclude P.E, R.O.T.C, and Remedial.

Unweighted 4.0 scale used
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Step 1: Get WebGrants Access

1. Complete the System Administrator Access Request 
Form

2. Complete the FAFSA/Dream Act Completion Program 
Agreement

3. ghghgjghjhj
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Step 1:
Location of WebGrants Access Forms

1. www.csac.ca.gov

2. Hover over the High Schools tab

3. Download the appropriate forms

CSAC Technology Help Desk
Helps with Access to WebGrants   

(888) 294-0148 or csachelpdesk@csac.ca.gov
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Step 1:
WebGrants System Assistance

Here are some helpful hints to navigate 
through WebGrants:

 Use the Tools link

 Templates for GPA upload

 Use the Help Link

 User Guides to assist with the process of GPA 
uploads
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Step 2: GPA Upload

 Calculate the student’s 
GPA 

 Use the preferred GPA 
Upload Option

Public High Schools are mandated by law to upload GPAs
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Step 2:
Data for GPA Upload

 Manually enter 
information from 
school records

 Student Information 
Systems that extract 
information at your 
school:

 Aeries

 Power School

 Illuminate

Disclaimer: CSAC is not an expert on external programs.
Please contact the student information system’s support 

department for assistance.
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Step 2:
GPA Upload File Specifications

 Follow the file 
specifications provided 
in the User Guides for 
the GPA upload

 If the data is correct 
and ready to upload, 
enable the Macros on 
the spreadsheet
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Step 2:
GPA Upload in WebGrants

 WebGrants

 Non-SSN

 Upload Non-SSN GPAs

Total Records: 12

Valid Records: 12

Invalid Records: 0

Total Records: 12

Valid Records: 3

Invalid Records: 9

Will not Upload Upload Complete
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Step 2:
Fixing Invalid Records 
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Step 3: Review GPA Upload Reports

• Upload confirmation with Total Record Count

Non-SSN GPA Upload Report

• Summary of Non-SSN GPA Records Submitted

Non-SSN GPA Roster Report

• Summary of Non-SSN GPA Records Submitted

Non-SSN GPA Status Report

• Displays Non-SSN GPA Students Records that have not been matches                                  
to a financial aid application

Non-SSN GPA Unmatched Report

• Displays Student Statuses – includes SSN GPAs and Matched Non-SSN GPAs

Student Summary Report

• Displays Student Statuses – includes SSN GPAs and Matched Non-SSN GPAs

Financial Aid Applications (No GPA) Report

• Displays Student that have been offered a Cal Grant 

Your Cal Grant Awardees Report
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Step 3:
Non-SSN GPA Unmatched Report

There is not a 
financial aid 

application on 
record

% of their GPA 
submission 

information matches 
to a financial aid 

application



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

Step 4: Non-SSN Edit or Matching

If a student completes their FAFSA or Dream Act 
Application and it varies from the information submitted 
with their GPA
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Non-SSN Matching Process

Listed here is the 
Data provided by HS’s 
GPA Submission

Listed here is the Data 
provided by Student’s 
FAFSA/Dream Act 
Application Submission
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1. Legal Last Name

2. Legal First Name

3. Date of Birth

4. Address

Step 4:
Why did my student NOT match?
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Step 4:
GPA Upload Corrections

 Password protected 
email

 List incorrect
information and
correct information

 List your contact 
information in case we 
need clarification

mailto:schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov
mailto:schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov
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Step 5: HS Graduation Verification

APPLESEED JOHN A

BROWN BLEU

DOE JANE

TEST STUDENT

You can only verify High School Graduation after the 
student is awarded a Cal Grant.
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Summary of Steps

Step 1: 

Get 
WebGrants 
Access

Step 2: 

GPA 
Upload

Step 3: 
Review GPA 
Upload 
Reports

Step 4:

Non-SSN 
Edit or 
Matching

Step 5: 

High School 
Graduation 
Verification
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WGS: What does it provide my 
student?

 Ability to view 
their award

 Make a school 
change

 Graduation 
Verification

Cal Grant

 Claiming Cal Grant 
award



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

WWW.WEBGRANTS4STUDENTS.ORG



Student Aid Commission
California

Common Errors in Creating 
WGS Accounts

 Name mismatch

 Application has not 
been submitted

 Compatibility 
issues

 Mobile devices
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Help with WGS

 Username & Password 
Assistance

 Assistance with setting up 
account

 Locked out

CSAC Technology Help Desk
Helps with Access to WebGrants for Students  

(888) 294-0148 or csachelpdesk@csac.ca.gov
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WGS – Cal Grant Main Menu
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WGS –
Confirm School of Attendance
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WGS –
High School Graduation Certification
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Tentative Award Notification
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WGS – California Aid Report 
(CAR)
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Middle 
Class 

Scholarship
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Middle Class Scholarship

Only students who have less than 40% of their UC or CSU fees 
covered by grants and scholarships

 Income $156,000 or Less
 Asset $156,000 or Less
 U.S. Citizen, eligible Non-Citizen or 

AB 540
 Exempt from paying non-resident tuition
 Meets Selective Service
 Not in default on student loan
 Not Incarcerated
 Meet Satisfactory Academic Progress
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Middle Class Scholarship Update

 CSAC Program

 Phase-in: 3rd year

 Potential in the program

 Many students in this 
income bracket have 
received aid to help 
attend CSU/UC
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Middle Class Scholarship

Enrollment 
Requirements

Must enroll in a CSU/UC

Must be enrolled at least 
½ time

1st Undergraduate 
program

Maintain Satisfactory 
Academic Progress



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

MCS: How does a student apply?

FAFSA

List
on

Financial Aid 
Application



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

MCS Award Details

 Final award based 
on student’s 
eligibility & 
budget allocation 
for academic year 

Federal

StateInstitutional

MCS

 Max Award Amounts

 UC: $3,690

 CSU: $1,644
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The 30-year old Grant Delivery System (GDS) is currently in 
place. This system oversees and administers all financial aid 
programs within its purview. This system:

 Increases manual workload 

 Inflexible and difficult to modify

 Does not interface with modern 
devices

 Does not meet current CA information 
Security Office information security

 Does not provide an information portal 
for students, high school campuses, 
and post-secondary institutions

Grant Delivery System
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The modernization of the Grant Delivery System will 
update, integrate, and modernize the outdated 
program. Future Goals for GDSM:

 Outreach & Marketing

 Provide College Services

 Expedited Processing of Applications

 Deliver High Quality Student Service

 Just-in-time payments to college

Grant Delivery System
Modernization (GDSM)

GDSMproject@csac.ca.gov
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On Demand Modules
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Commission Notifications

Watch important Commission Meetings at www.csac.ca.gov

Grant
Operations 

Memo

Grant
Special 

Alerts

Live
Commission 

Meetings
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Social Media

Like us on Facebook at:

Facebook.com/CSAC.StudentAidCommission

Follow us on Twitter:

@castudentaid #CalGrants

Follow us on Instagram:

castudentaid
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FREE workshops provide line-by-
line help on the FAFSA, CA Dream 
Act & Chafee Applications. 
Workshops held in computer lab 
setting so students can apply on 
the spot.

October 1 – March 2

Open to all students and parents. 
Focus on low-income and first-
generation students. 

Cash for College Registration:

For workshop registration, order 
materials, access training and 
resources, please visit: 
www.Cash4College.org. 

Like us on Facebook at:

CashforCollege California

Follow us on Twitter:

@cash4collegeca

Email us:

cashforcollege@csac.ca.gov

Search & Register for a Workshop:

www.Cash4College.org

http://www.cash4college.org/
http://www.cash4college.org/
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California Student Opportunity 
and Access Program (Cal-SOAP)

 Central Coast

 Central Valley

 East Bay

 Long Beach

 Los Angeles

 Merced

 Northcoast

 Sacramento

 San Diego and Imperial

 San Francisco

 San Jose

 Santa Barbara

 Solano

 South County Gilroy

 South San Joaquin

15 Regional Consortia Serving 126 School Districts
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• A $1,500 annual award goes 
to one outstanding California 
high school counselor who 
demonstrates exemplary 
skills in helping students fulfill 
their dreams of going to 
college.

• Information on nomination 
process will be communicated 
through Commission 
electronic memos and 
mailings.

Arthur S. Marmaduke High School Counselor Award

Nominations for 2017 coming soon!

Visit the Commission’s website for more information. 
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Commission Communications
 Fund Your Future Magazine

http://www.fundyourfuture.org

http://www.fundyourfuture.org/
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California 
Dream Act 
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Who is a Dream Act student?
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AB 540 Requirements

 Attended a CA high school for at least three 
years or attained the equivalent of at least 
three years of credits*, AND

 Graduated or will graduate from a CA high 
school or passed the Certificate of General 
Education Development (GED), AND

 Will register or enroll in an accredited and 
qualifying CA college or university, AND

 If applicable, complete(d) an affidavit to 
legalize immigration status as soon as 
you are eligible, AND

 Do not hold a valid non-immigrant visa 
(F, J, H, L, A, B, C, D, E, etc.)**

*Under this provision, you must also have attended CA 
schools (elementary and secondary) for a cumulative total of 
three or more years.

**If you have Temporary Protective Status or hold a U Visa 
may still be eligible for the Dream Act Application.
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Facts about California Dreamers

American Immigration Council
(http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-facts/dream-act) 

About 65,000 undocumented students graduate from 
High School each year.

40,352 Dream Act 
applications were received.

7,927 students were

offered a Cal Grant.
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Dream Act Students: California
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Dreamers: Applying for a Cal Grant

Dream Act
Application GPA



Making education beyond high school financially accessible to all Californians.

Student Aid Commission
California

DACA Social Security Card

Can be used to work 
in the U.S.

Can be used (but is 
not required) on 
Dream Act 
Application

Not to be used to 
upload a GPA

Not to be used to 
complete a FAFSA in 
California
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WWW.CALDREAMACT.ORG
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2017-18 Dream Act Application
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2017-18 Dream Act Application
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2017-18 Dream Act Application
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Dream Act Application Features 
you should know about:

 Male between ages of 18-25 must 
register for Selective Service

 Do not need a SSN to register

 Answer “Register me” on CA Dream 
Act question 23a

 Students will receive a Confirmation 
by mail from the Selective Service

Registering for Selective Service is a requirement to receive financial aid.
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Dream Act:
Application Correction

My student completed the FAFSA instead of the 
California Dream Act Application, what do I do?

Complete 
the Dream 

Act 
application

Submit

Application 
Conversion 

Form

(G-55)

CSAC will 
process the 
conversion 

and 

notify the 
school
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Dreamers: 
Reporting Income & Assets

Report family income 
as accurately as 

possible

Applying for aid as a Dreamer does NOT
impact your immigration status!
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www.csac.ca.gov

Institutional Support 

1-888-294-0153

schoolsupport@csac.ca.gov
Student Support

1-888-224-7268

studentsupport@csac.ca.gov


